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  This Week

Neighbor arrested in break-ins

Man charged
with rape

Bust nets $340,000 in pot

Oops, no ballot for sales tax referendum

Residency prompts
suspension of chief

Voters may have to wait until 2016 to vote on sales tax increase for high school

I have to have my music. Always been that way. For-
tunately, technology has reduced music set-up time to 
nearly nil from the days when I had to move a turntable, 
amplifi er and speakers (and records) to a worksite, often 
the kitchen when I was a teen—where I had to wash the 
Sunday lunch dishes.

Now I have a Jawbone Big Jam Box, a wireless re-
chargeable 10-inch brick. It may be small, but it sounds 
pretty good. On youth group trips, we take turns pairing 
our iPhones with it while riding in the van, giving each 
youth a chance to play deejay.

You can throw that puppy in a suitcase too, and take it 
(See OTHER STUFF, page 4A)
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BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

North Carolina elections law 
might keep a proposed half-
cent sales tax increase for Hoke 
County school construction off the 
table until 2016, unless Gov. Pat 

McCrory moves ahead with an 
unrelated proposal that could go 
before voters this November.

There is no countywide election 
scheduled for Hoke County this 
year, meaning there is no existing 
ballot for county residents to vote 
on the proposed half-cent sales tax 

increase. The county would have 
to create a ballot and pay to open 
county polling sites for the pur-
pose of having citizens vote on the 
sales tax referendum, which goes 
against state law.

Under state General Statute 
163-287, “Special elections; pro-

cedure for calling,” section (a), a 
county can only call for a special 
election to be held “at the same 
time as any other State or county 
general election,” or “at the same 
time as any other election requir-
ing all the precincts in the county 
to be open.”

When asked about the issue, 
State Rep. Garland Pierce said that 
under the statute, the referendum 
apparently cannot go to a vote 
until 2016.

“It’s got to be on the ballot with 
the general election. It would not 

(See BALLOT, page 4A)

‘Wonderful Women of Hoke’ class of 2015 picked

Do a little dance, show a little love

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

Hoke County celebrated some of its 
“Wonderful Women” this month at the an-
nual “Wonderful Women of Hoke” recep-
tion for winners and their families.

The program, started several years ago 
by librarian Lynette Dial, recognizes the 
contributions of some of the many women 
volunteers and infl uential fi gures in the 
community. 

“On behalf of Hoke County, we are 
very proud to have such women in our 

community,” presenter Commissioner 
Harry Southerland said. 

Women are “the muscle of what we are 
about as Americans,” he said during the 
ceremony.

This year’s class included Glendia 
Black-Flippin, Carol Jacobs Goins, Gwen-
dolyn M. Quick, Brenda Lawlor, Marilyn 
S. Bell, Eunice Ann Locklear, Marie 
Daniels and Shirley T. Gibson.

Black-Flippin, the youngest of nine 
children, was born and raised in Bow-
more. She graduated from North Carolina 

(See WOMEN, page 8A)

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

Raeford Police Chief Kemp 
Crumpler was suspended 
from his job for a week in 
February as disciplinary 
action for an internal matter, 
according to Raeford City 
Manager Dennis Baxley.

The suspension was in 
regards to an internal issue 
and not any sort of external 
complaint from the public, the 
city manager said.

“He’s got a good fi le, he’s a 
good employee,” Baxley said.

The chief said that the 
suspension was due to a resi-
dency requirement.

“There was a suspension 
and it had to do with a resi-
dency requirement,” he said.

The police chief declined 
to go into greater detail about 
the situation.

“I won’t go into any detail 
other than that out of respect 
for this offi ce, out of respect 

(See CHIEF, page 3A)

Depu-
ties with 
the Hoke 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Offi ce have 
arrested a 
man want-
ed in con-

nection with multiple break-
ins in the Smokey Mountain 

Drive neighborhood.
Law enforcement charged 

William Warfi eld, 26, of the 
200 block of Smokey Moun-
tain Drive with fi rst-degree 
burglary, felony larceny, three 
counts of breaking and enter-
ing a motor vehicle, three 
counts of misdemeanor lar-
ceny and one count of felony 
(See BREAK-INS, page 6A)

Investi-
gators with 
the Hoke 
C o u n t y 
Sher iff ’s 
Office ar-
rested a 
man last 
week for 

allegedly raping a woman.
Authorities arrested Donte 

Locklear, 23, of the 200 block 
of Cox Road in Raeford on 

(See RAPE, page 5A)

Investi-
gators with 
the Hoke 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Offi ce 
arrested a 
man Sat-
urday after 

fi nding more than 400 mari-
juana plants in his possession.

Authorities arrested Hal-
bert Lee Locklear, 64, of the 
2100 block of Hall Road in 
Shannon on charges of pos-
session with intent to manu-
facture, sell or deliver 

(See BUST, page 8A)

Man arrested
in 2013 assault

Page 3A

Tournament champs
The Hoke High Lady Bucks softball team captured its fi rst ever tournament championship in the Robeson County 
Slugfest Easter Tournament last week in St. Pauls. The Bucks defeated Lumberton 14-6. See story, page 7A. (Hal Nunn 
photo)

Locklear

Warfi eld

Locklear

Elizabeth takes a break from building her house to dance.

Commissioner Harry Southerland with some of the awardees, 
including Gwendolyn Quick (left to right), Brenda Lawlor, Carol 
Jacobs-Goins, Eunice Ann Locklear and Glendia Black-Flippin.
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As I look at my still-brown 
lawn, I would swear it is normally 
green by this time of the year. The 
dogwoods are coming into their 
full glory, but the azaleas still 
sleep. In spite of this, the running 
of the Stoneybrook Steeplechase 
on April 4 announced that spring 
is here. As we annually prepare 
for this great outdoor event, the 
weather is always in question. In 
the early days of Stoneybrook 
at its Hoke County location, the 
weather was consistently bad. If 
it wasn’t rainy and cold, it was 
uncomfortably windy. We were 
afraid that the location was jin-
xed, as the weather had always 
been perfect when the event was 
held in Southern Pines. I can now 
safely say that this is not the case. 
We have had several good years 
in a row and this year was no 
exception. 

Our son Riley had come down 
from Greensboro to do some 
work for me, namely repainting 
the wooden pasture fence that 
he had painted 15 years ago. We 
left him with the paint and the 
good weather as we headed off 
to the park. 

All things must evolve but I 
was a little surprised that Stoney-
brook has now gone to e-tickets 
instead of the printed tickets of 
the past. This predictably created 
a good bit of confusion. Brother 
Rusty and sister-in-law Barbara 
decided to buy their tickets at 
the event and had to wait at the 
ticket desk forever as the untrained 
volunteer staff struggled with the 
computer connection needed to 
print the e-tickets. Once this was 

done, the parking attendant who 
checks the tickets was totally con-
fused, thinking they had already 
entered the park. Thankfully, she 
let it slide, perhaps when she saw 
the look of frustration on my face. 
I am sure there was a good reason 
for the change, although there 
were several people I saw who 
got in the park free. I have an idea 
the staff partially gave up. They 
will be better prepared next year.

The regular readers of this 
column will remember last year’s 
rant brought on by Charlotte’s 
entry into the Stoneybrook hat 
contest. I had helped her construct 
a fabulous hat that was totally 
ignored in the confusion of the 
event. Her “best hat in the contest” 
didn’t even win third place in her 
category. I had proclaimed that I 
was done with the hat contest after 
that. Well, of course, done doesn’t 
really mean done, and Charlotte 
planned to enter again this year. 
This year’s model was composed 
of many vintage hats piled up on a 
lampshade and adorned with some 
ribbons, decorative netting and 
accompanied with a sign reading 
“It’s all about the hats, ‘bout the 
hats”, mimicking the popular song 
about the bass. I gave in and helped 
her tie all these hats together and 
found myself, once again, in the 
middle of the contest waiting and 
waiting for the judging. I will 

admit that the contest was run 
a little more smoothly this year, 
but it was still mass confusion. 
There were some great hats, but 
the field was not as spectacular as 
last year, probably because many 
of last year’s contestants had also 
gotten disgusted with it.

After all the dust had settled, 
Charlotte won third place in her 
category. Once again, I was totally 
baffled by the winner, whose hat 
was possibly the least impressive 
in the category. Maybe it’s just me!

Once that was over, we were 
able to enjoy the day. Our park-
ing space is always a magnet 
for friends in attendance and we 
spread out, annexing the adjoin-
ing open space as if it was ours. 
Leaving Rusty with grill duty, we 
were able to stroll around the park 
a little. This is always fun, seeing 
old friends and running into un-
expected people while borrowing 
food and drinks from the spreads 
of others. Generosity is almost 
taken for granted at Stoneybrook. 

The races were run without 
the disturbing falling horses of 
last year. They must have filled a 
low spot that was tripping them. 

The next morning, the phone 
rang fairly early. Our friend Robin 
Anselmini called to inform Char-
lotte that she was pictured in full 
glory in her hat on the front page 
of one section of The Fayetteville 
Observer. It seems that photog-
raphers have a better eye for hats 
than judges do. I’m not saying 
anything about my involvement 
in next year’s contest. What good 
would it do!

More later. 

Stoneybrook is all about the hats

A recent poll about North Caro-
lina residents’ opinions about public 
records and access to government 
information yielded disturbing 
results.

It came from Elon University 
and was released before “Sunshine 
Week” in March, a time dedicated 
every year to the importance of 
open government and freedom of 
information.

The Elon poll found that 62 
percent of North Carolinians aren’t 
aware that “sunshine laws” exist 
here to require governments to 
make their records available for 
public inspection, with few excep-
tions. And only two-thirds of those 
surveyed believe it is important for 
people to be able to get documents 
they want from the government. 
Also, just 69 percent said they 
believe all government meetings 
should be open to the public.

“Sunshine laws are founda-
tional in a democracy because 
they provide the path for citizens 
to inform themselves about their 
government,” said Jonathan Jones, 
director of the N.C. Open Govern-
ment Coalition, in a statement 
accompanying the poll. “These 
poll results show that a great deal 
of work remains to educate North 
Carolinians about their right to 
know how their governments and 
elected leaders do business.”

The poll numbers cited above 
are scary for any number of reasons. 
Here’s one:

Media members get press 
releases every day from the gover-

nor’s office, state legislators, state 
agencies and other taxpayer-funded 
organizations. Most of us know 
better than to simply take them and 
put them online, in the paper or on 
TV without scrutinizing them and 
ensuring accuracy and appropriate 
context.

Releases range from well written 
and thorough to misleading or even 
false in some instances. If we had to 
rely solely on what politicians and 
state bureaucrats told us, we would 
seldom get a full, accurate picture. 
They’re likely not going to volunteer 
what they don’t want you to know.

For example, state Senate leader 
Phil Berger’s office recently sent 
out a news release lauding the 
passage of a compromise between 
the House and Senate on various 
tax-related changes, including the 
stabilization of the gas tax. The 
release also pointed out that the 
compromise includes a tax deduc-
tion for teachers who buy classroom 
supplies out of their own pockets.

But it didn’t mention the more 
controversial aspects of that legisla-
tion. One provision requires home-
owners who have debt forgiven by a 
mortgage lender as a way to avoid 
foreclosure to pay state taxes on 
that forgiven debt. In other words, 
if a homeowner received $20,000 

in mortgage principal forgiveness, 
he or she would have to pay $1,160 
in additional taxes, based on the 
state’s individual income tax rate 
of 5.8 percent, The Charlotte Ob-
server reported. Some opponents 
criticized that as “kicking a man 
while he’s down.”

Also recently, Gov. Pat McCro-
ry’s office sent out a news release 
about his signing of legislation that 
“will provide added environmental 
protections for our state.” That 
might have been true for parts of 
the bill, but the release also included 
somewhat misleading information 
about a section that some legisla-
tors and environmental groups 
believe could end up harming the 
environment.

The press release noted that the 
law “clarifies” that the Environmen-
tal Management Commission has 
the authority to make additional 
rules “if necessary” to address pos-
sible air pollution from hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking. It did not 
mention that the former law would 
have required the commission to 
make additional air quality rules to 
address possible effects of fracking. 
The press release was headlined, 
“Governor McCrory Signs Legisla-
tion Strengthening Environmental 
Protections.”

Do you trust government agen-
cies to accurately tell you what 
they’re doing? You probably 
shouldn’t.

That’s one of many reasons why 
public access to government re-
cords and meetings is so important.

Public access to records, meetings important

To the Editor:
An old saying—history forgot-

ten repeats itself; to the citizens 
and taxpayers of Hoke County, 
we now again know the facts on 
private roads in Hoke County. If 
I may add that those same facts 
have echoed in our private road 
community for more than 20 years 
by our county commissioners. 
It’s also a fact that we were told 
that the private road was a private 
matter between homeowners and 
developers. We were told that our 
concerns were a civil matter and 
we, as taxpayers, should consider 
a civil suit against our developer. 
We also were told by the former 
county manager that part of our 
private road was sold by the de-
veloper for the new countywide 
water line system in our com-

munity without our knowledge or 
consent of the sale or terms by the 
developer or county officials or 
who would maintain that side of 
the private road again. The county 
takes no responsibility for that 
side of the private road where the 
county water line is located. There 
is a gross amount of soil erosion 
over the water line along the entire 
private road. To this day, washed 
out water lines are present. Maybe 
those dirty down-south dirt roads 
do not matter, or the citizens that 
live along them. Again, the value 
of that countywide infrastructure 
system does. And the declining 
value of our homes and businesses 
matter. Our goals, as citizens and 
residents of those private roads, 
are clear and simple. We must 
think ahead. Taxpayers, you are 

in charge. Our children and grand-
children deserve better. We ask 
again for our elected officials to 
seek ways to enrich our children’s 
future here in Hoke County. We 
ask our children to be at their 
best. We ask of our elected of-
ficials their best in governing this 
county to promote our schools, 
job training, public safety, after 
school mentor programs, youth 
wellness programs, and, above 
all, boys’ and girls’ club building 
for all children of Hoke County. 
For the record, two of our elected 
officials are again up for your 
reelection again. Surprise! We 
are working hard as taxpayers in 
keeping your trust. Thank you!

Lonnie Baldwin
Raeford

We ask commissioners to fend for children

By GeorGe reed

Discussions in recent weeks of 
so-called religious freedom bills in 
Indiana, Arkansas, and now North 
Carolina raise issues – both legal and 
pastoral – which the N.C. Council 
of Churches has been addressing 
for many years.

The first words of the Bill of 
Rights are the religious liberty 
clauses: “Congress shall make no 
law regarding the establishment 
of religion nor prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” The so-called 
Free Exercise Clause prohibits 
government from interfering in the 

practice of religion.
But constitutional rights are 

not absolute. So, for example, in 
the 1870s, the courts ruled that 
Mormons could believe that they 
were called to practice polygamy, 
but federal laws banning polygamy 
trumped the practice of polygamy 
even though based on sincerely 
held beliefs.

Over the years, the U.S. Supreme 
Court established a standard for Free 
Exercise cases: Government could 
“substantially burden” someone’s 
practice of their faith only if there 
were a “compelling state interest” in 
doing so and if the limitation being 

imposed was the “least restrictive” 
manner of achieving that interest.

In 1990, the U.S. Supreme Court 
replaced that standard with a much 
less restrictive one, i.e., it made it 
much easier for the state to infringe 
on people’s free exercise of religion. 
In response, Congress passed the 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act (RFRA), which did nothing 
more than restore the standards of 
substantial burden, compelling state 
interest, and least restrictive manner.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that Congress couldn’t make the 
standards applicable to the states, 

N.C. religious freedom bills permit discrimination

(See RELIGIOUS, page 5A)

(See MARTIN, page 5A)

Here are five recent books, 
starting with a novel featuring a 
thinly disguised Jesse Helms, by 
North Carolina authors to put on 
your bedside reading table.

What is it really like to be 
the top aide to a powerful North 
Carolina senator, one who is 
much loved and much hated for 
his strong uncompromising views 
on heated issues, a senator who 
is running for reelection against a 
popular governor with a full war 

chest of campaign funds?
The Hunt-Helms race is obvi-

ously the model for the campaign 
chronicled in “Billy Bowater” by 
Winston-Salem civic leader E.C. 
Hanes. The book’s Jesse Helms 

figure is Billy’s boss, Wiley Grace 
Hoots, a cherished and reviled 
incumbent senator.

“Billy Bowater” is fiction. 
But Hanes provides a realistic 
behind-the-scenes view of a hard-
fought campaign. (Hanes will be 
the guest on UNC-TVs North 
Carolina Bookwatch at noon on 
Sunday, April 26, and at 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 30.)

N.C. State Professor Cat War-

Five books released by North Carolina authors
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Obituaries
Linda S. Tedder

Linda Saunders Tedder of Red 
Springs died Saturday, April 11, 
2015 at her home at the age of 61.

She was born on September 
24, 1953 in Scotland County to 
the late James Alex Saunders and 
Retha English Saunders.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband Jerry D. Tedder 
and two grandchildren, Julia and 
Justin Dial. She was a very loving 
mother and grandmother.

She is  survived by her 
daughter, Lisa Tedder of Red 
Springs; three sons, James Ted-
der and wife Sandy of Raeford, 
Toby Tedder and wife Cassie of 
Hope Mills, and Gary Tedder of 
Brooklyn, New York; a brother, 
Carl Saunders and wife Linda 
of Long Island, New York; 
three sisters, Helen Caulder 
of Raeford, JoAnn Goins and 
husband Floyd of Red Springs, 
and Patsy Locklear of Raeford; 
seven grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be held from 
7-9 p.m. Wednesday, April 15 at 
Crumpler Funeral Home, 220 East 
4th Avenue, Red Springs.

The funeral will be held at 2 
p.m. Thursday, April 16 at Temple 
Baptist Church, Hwy. 211, Red 
Springs with Pastor Floyd Goins 
officiating. Burial will be in the 
Saunders Family Cemetery, Cope 
Road, Red Springs.

Clara B. Frierson
Clara B. Frierson, 97, of 660 

Scott Currie Road died Monday, 
April 6, 2015.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Andremeda Cagle; sons, 
Willie, Rogers and Kennedy; 
six grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; and a great-great-
grandchild.

The funeral was held at 3:30 
p.m. Sunday, April 12 in Pin-
ey Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church. Burial was in Highland 

Biblical Gardens.

Jimmy L. Michael
Jimmy Lewis Michael, 52, of 

Pinebluff died Monday April 6, 
2015 at his home.

He was born in Moore County 
on July 27, 1962 to the late John 
and Betty Fields Michael. He was 
owner and operator of Michael’s 
Electric in Pinebluff and was 
formerly employed with Lowe’s 
in Fayetteville.

Survivors include two sisters, 
Rhonda Kennedy (Michael) and 
Sandy Bureau (Craig); two broth-
ers, Jerry Michael (Phyzzie) and 
Larry Michael; and four nieces, 
Jennifer Bureau, Michelle Bu-
reau, Lisa Kennedy and Larie 
Kennedy.

A private memorial service 
will be held later.

Ellen Hubbard
Ellen “Susie” Hubbard of 

Raeford died Wednesday, April 
8, 2015 at the age of 73.

She was born in Cumberland 
County on November 7, 1941 to 
the late Lee Roy Sherman Sr. and 
Roxie Mae Hill Sherman. She 
was preceded in death by her son, 
Willie C. Hubbard Jr. She was a 
great wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Willie C. Hubbard Sr. of 
Raeford; her son, John C. Hub-
bard of Eastover; her daughter, 
Angel Rose Croyle (Kevin) of 
Fayetteville; her sisters, Dorothy 
Finley (Larry) of West End, Mary 
Couch (Charles) of Fayetteville, 
and Hilda Parker (Robert) of Fay-
etteville; 12 grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held 
at 1 p.m. Monday, April 13 in 
LaFayette Memorial Park West 
on Raeford Road in Fayetteville.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.crumplerfuneral-
home.com.

By catharin Shepard

Staff writer

Raeford voters will decide this 
fall who will represent them on 
the Raeford City Council for the 
next four years.

Three council seats are up for 
election this year. The seats cur-
rently occupied by incumbents 
Robert “Bobby” Conoly, John 
Jordan and Mary Neil King are 
up for election. The other two 
board members who are not up 

for election this year are Charles 
Allen and Wayne Willis.

Conoly, Jordan and King did 
not face any opponents in the 
2011 election, which had a small 
voter turnout. Municipal election 
years typically see lower voter 
participation than years that have 
a presidential or midterm election. 
The candidates each received 
fewer than 130 votes in the 2011 
uncontested race.

The filing period for the three 

city council seats is set to begin 
at 8 a.m. July 6 and will end at 
12 p.m. July 17. One-stop voting 
will run from Thursday, October 
22 through Saturday, October 31. 
Election Day is set for Tuesday, 
November 3.

The city council is nonpartisan, 
meaning there will not be a pri-
mary election for the race.

There are no county positions 
up for election this year. 

Next year, the Hoke County 

Board of Commissioners seats oc-
cupied by Commission Chairman 
James Leach and Commissioner 
Bobby Wright and the Board 
of Education seats occupied by 
members Hank Richards and Rosa 
McAllister-McRae will be up for 
election. Additionally, there will 
be a federal election as 2016 is a 
presidential election year. In 2016, 
voters will also choose the North 
Carolina governor and lieutenant 
governor.

Three council seats up this year

By catharin Shepard

Staff writer

Shelly Burrows likes the para-
normal side of things – and the 
more unusual, the better.

So when the Hoke County resi-
dent and her co-author Michael 
Stewart conspired to write their 
first book together, putting their 
own unique spin on supernatural 
creatures was a natural fit.

“Michael and I both like vam-
pires, werewolves and all kinds of 
creatures of myth,” Burrows said. 
“Our first book, ‘Blood Moon,’ 
mostly focuses on the vampires 
and werewolves.”

The book tells the story of 

werewolf witches Conri Olcan 
and Saoirse MacKay, who are 
on the hunt for the bones of the 
original Alpha of the Blood Moon 
pack of werewolves but run into 
trouble when the leader of a 
vampire coven tries to stop them. 

The authors created their own 
world and characters that, Bur-
rows said, don’t look anything like 
the paranormal beings that feature 
in other popular books, television 
shows and movies.

“Our characters are not like 
‘Twilight,’ they’re not like ‘Vam-
pire Diaries.’ We have strong 
female characters. The couple 
in our book works well together, 
they back each other up,” she said.

Paranormal creatures feature in local author’s book
The authors put their own twist 

on the various supernatural crea-
tures. For instance, werewolves 
work differently and have a spe-
cial “battle form,” Burrows said.

Burrows also put a local twist 
in “Blood Moon” and forthcom-
ing books in the “Dark Moon” 
series. The story takes place in the 
Pinehurst, Aberdeen and Southern 
Pines area. The series has a lot of 
North Carolina history, including 
the Lost Colony of Roanoke, Bur-
rows said.

Burrows was born in Michigan 
and grew up in Ohio. Her parents 
retired to North Carolina and she 
and her family moved to the state 
in 2004. She worked at the Hoke 
County jail and got a degree in 
criminal justice administration, 
and also worked as a stay-at-
home mom.

She always enjoyed writing as 
a young student, Burrows said.

“When I was in school, English 
was one of my favorite subjects 
because you get to explore writing 
and learn grammar and how to 
string sentences together prop-
erly,” she said. 

The author made attempts 
at publishing her work, but life 
got in the way. Then she and co-
author Stewart met online and 
started writing together. Friends 
encouraged them to write a book, 
and even though Stewart lives in 
California, they made it work. The 
two authors used email to pass 
chapters back and forth during 
their collaboration and talked on 
the phone for hours to get their 
story down in writing.

The second book, “Dark Har-
vest,” is currently in the editing 
process, Burrows said.

Stewart is from Los Angeles 
and grew up enjoying the super-
natural and horror genres. Writing 

“Blood Moon” was something he 
always wanted to do. 

“Like most people who are 
aspiring writers, I always wanted 
to do it and never actually sat 
down and did, and finally took 
that leap,” he said.

The first book is just the tip of 
the iceberg for the series and the 
first of many stories the authors 
hope to tell, Stewart said.

“It’s really enjoyable for us 
because it’s one of the things 
that we scratched off our bucket 
list. It’s something that we both 
always wanted to do. And do it the 
way we wanted, and not have our 
characters be so much teen angst 
and be more adult. We’re really 
proud of that,” he said.

There’s still a lot of story to 
tell, Stewart added.

“I can’t wait until we finish the 
second novel so we can start on 
the third,” he said.

They’re not sure how many 
books the series will run, but it’s 
going to be more than just a tril-
ogy, Burrows said.

“So far, we’ve discussed it’s 
going to be a long series because 
we have a lot of characters that 
want to be heard,” she said.

Both authors still have their 
day jobs but ultimately hope to 
become full-time writers.

“We would love to keep writ-
ing books and be able to make 
it our full-time job. That’s every 
author’s dream, to gain such fame 
that what you do professionally is 
write for a living,” Burrows said.

The series is published through 
Hoke County publishing company 
Ravenswood. The first book is 
available for purchase online 
through amazon.com as a pa-
perback or Kindle version. The 
second book should be released 
later this year.

Deputies with the Hoke Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office have arrested 
a man wanted in connection with 
an armed robbery that happened 
in Raeford in 2013.

Authorities arrested Keshan-

dre M. McLean, 20, of the 100 
block of Heron Drive in Raeford 
on charges of common law rob-
bery and felony conspiracy.

McLean was charged in con-
nection with the robbery and as-
sault on a man who was walking 
through the area of the North 
Raeford Mobile Home Park on 
November 20, 2013. Two men 
reportedly approached the victim 
and physically assaulted him, then 
went through his pockets and took 
his wallet and cigarettes.

Sheriff’s office investigators 
reportedly identified McLean as 
one of the suspects in the case. 
Officers arrested him April 7.

The investigation is still ongo-
ing as law enforcement continues 
seeking a second suspect. Anyone 
with information in the case is 
asked to call the Hoke County 
Sheriff’s Office at 875-5111.

Arrest made in 2013 assault

Keshandre M. McLean

Chief
(Continued from page 1A)
for Dennis’ office and out of 
respect for Dennis,” Crumpler 
said.

The city police chief is 
required to live within the 
corporate limits, Baxley said. 
Crumpler now meets the 
residency requirement “based 
upon the actions taken,” the 
city manager said.

Crumpler was suspended 
from his job February 9-13. He 
is not currently facing any other 
disciplinary action, Baxley 
said. The chief of police has not 
faced any other suspensions in 
the year that Baxley has been 
city manager, he said.

Crumpler has been the 
police chief since 2012, the 
longest period of time anyone 
has held the position in the last 
several years.

In November 2011, former 
chief Edward Jaggers negoti-

ated his resignation with the 
city after just five months on 
the job. The city hired Jaggers 
in June 2011 to replace Mike 
Dummett, who left the position 
in December 2010 to take a job 
in Stallings, a town near Char-
lotte. Dummett later resigned 
from that position after being 
put on administrative leave 
because of complaints filed 
against him.

Dummett had taken over 
as Raeford police chief in 
2008 after former chief Kevin 
Locklear was fired from the 
department shortly after a court 
dropped domestic violence 
charges against him.

Crumpler is a Raeford na-
tive and member of the family 
that owns the Crumpler Funeral 
Home. He served as a North 
Carolina State Patrol Trooper 
for more than 24 years until he 
retired in March 2012.
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AM 1400 
WMFA - Radio

* Great Gospel Music
* Contest and Prizes
* Request Line 875-6225
* Dynamic Ministry
* NCNN Network News
* Hoke County Football

“The Gospel Station That Heals The Soul”

* What’s Happening Hoke 4 - 5 p.m. Thursdays
* Raeford Presbyterian Church Live 11 am - 12 pm Sundays
* Hay Street United Methodist 12 pm - 1 pm Sundays

Home Food
117 N. Main St. • 875-7566

Check us out on

Find us on Google BusinessWe accept EBT & Credit Cards

•Old Fashioned
Hoop Cheese
•Country Ham
•Fresh Squash
•Spring Onions
•Snap Beans

Sheephead • Flounder
Croaker • Spots

Cut To Order
Ribeye • NY Strip

Fillet

Baby Chicks
This Week!

Lots of Varieties

Chicken Supplies
Heat Lamps

Waterers • Feeders

Large Variety
Vegetable Plants
& Garden Flowers

Perennials & Annuals

FArmers mArket Feed store

The family of 
Dr. N.W. McPhatter
would like to thank everyone

for the kindness you have shown.
With gratitude our hearts are full. 

We thank you. May the Lord richly 
bless you for your acts of kindness.

Mrs. Artie McPhatter
and Family
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Ballot
(Continued from page 1A)

Other stuff
(Continued from page 1A)

be on the ballot until 2016,” Pierce 
said.

Pierce, along with Rep. Ken 
Goodman, introduced a bill in the 
State House of Representatives 
seeking the state’s permission for 
the county to hold the sales tax 
referendum. House Bill 247, which 
is currently awaiting action from the 
House Committee on Finance, asks 
the General Assembly “to authorize 

just about anywhere—even 
Mexico. And that is how our 
house-building team taught yet 
another group of children the 
Chicken Dance, and also a few 
surprised block layers the Cupid 
Shuffle.

I suppose that if the book Tox-
ic Charity—about the bad that 
can be done when groups are try-
ing to do good—is revised, the 
new edition will have a chapter 
devoted to the Cupid Shuffle. It’s 
a fun little line dance, but I’m not 
sure our Mexican brothers and 
sisters are ready for it. Last week 
when our three-church team 
of 17 was building a house in 
Reynosa, Mexico, I had the Jam 
Box perched on a wall—with 
permission, set to play music on 
shuffle. Mackenzie (a teenager) 

and I were laying a course of 
concrete block about 10 feet 
off the ground when the Cupid 
Shuffle came on. What are you 
gonna do? You’re gonna dance, 
of course. Even if you’re on 
scaffolding. It may have been the 
most dangerous moment of the 
week for me, because a person 
could dance himself right to his 
death if he misjudged the “to the 
right, to the right, to the right.”

Clearly, though they’d seen 
hundreds of teams from all over 
the U.S. at the Reynosa location, 
the Mexican staff and volun-
teers had never seen the Cupid 
Shuffle, let alone on scaffolding. 
Nor had they seen a team dance 
so frequently as work progressed 
from prepping a foundation to 
pouring a cement floor to raising 
block walls to pouring a roof. 

The teens in our group led the 
way, gettin’ down to “It’s What 
I Like About You,” “Twist and 
Shout,” Kirk Franklin’s “Revolu-
tion,” and, yes, the chicken dance, 
but Frank, our near-octogenarian, 
wasn’t past laying down a jig 
once in awhile. He even pulled 
Stephanie, a teen, to her feet in 
a restaurant and danced with her 
to the music of a mariachi band.

Some of the Mexican men 
warmed to the music and even 
a few to the dancing, and joined 
in from time to time, prodded 
by the teens.

But Elizabeth, the lady whose 
house we were building, enjoyed 
it most. At times, she looked like 
Snoopy doing the Happy Dance. 

A house will get built, I sup-
pose, music or no, but why be 
grumpy?v

The Hoke Soil and Water 
Conservation District named 
this year’s winners of the Annual 
Poster and Essay Contest. The 
theme for this year was “Wet-
lands…Are Wonderful.” 

The first, second and third 
place winners of each school won 

a certificate of achievement and 
a ribbon.  

The first place winners from 
each grade level at each school 
were selected to compete on the 
District Level. 

The district winners won a 
certificate and a gift card from 

the Hoke Soil and Water super-
visors.  The first place district 
winners for each grade level 
were selected to compete in the 
Area VII competition. Area VII 
first place winners received a 
cash award. The Area VII win-
ners were then eligible to go to 

the state level. All elementary 
and middle schools in Hoke 
County were eligible to par-
ticipate in this year’s contest.

The First Place poster district 
winners were:

Marcey Proefrock, 3rd Grade, 
Rockfish Hoke Elementary

Matthew Pridgen, 4th Grade, 
McLauchlin Elementary

Katherine White, 5th Grade, 
Rockfish Hoke Elementary

The Essay Contest winners 
were from Sandy Grove Middle 
School: Jadyn Geah, first; 
Malachi Stokes, second; and 

Riley Edwards, third. Malachi 
Stokes also won first place at 
the District level and first at 
the Area VII level. His essay 
was sent to the State competi-
tion. These winners received 
the same awards as the poster 
winners.

Soil, water conservation office names poster, essay winners

Hawk Eye Elementary 3rd 
Grade: Victoria Talbot, Dia-
mond Pate, Kylan Locklear and 
Principal Mrs. Hayes   

Hawk Eye Elementary 4th Grade: 
Zy’Syan Johnson, Shaniz Zangana 
and Destiny L .Locklear, Tierra 
Graham, Destiny S. Locklear and 
Principal Mrs. Hayes  

Hawk Eye Elementary 5th Grade: 
Roxanna Ramirez and Celene 
Morgan, Kaitlyn McMillian, Amyia 
Hall and Principal Mrs. Hayes

West Hoke Elementary 3rd 
Grade: Mathew Miller, Delia 
Orozco-Guzman and Patricia 
Cruz

West Hoke Elementary 4th 
Grade: Piper Hill, Robert Snead 
and Jaliyah Morrisey-Patterson                                                           

West Hoke Elementary 5th 
Grade: Ricardo Cruz, James 
Shandy and Jhasmine Melvin 
 

Upchurch Elementary 3rd 
Grade: Sukanya Mitchell, Crys-
tal Gomez and Nancy Perez

Upchurch Elementary 4th 
Grade: Lilly Obregon, Keylin 
Lopez and Giovanni Basco

Upchurch Elementary 5th 
Grade: Bella Khantivong, Ny-
eelah Lee and Alan Ramirez

McLauchlin Elementary 3rd 
Grade: Jesus Talentino  

J.W. McLauchlin 4th Grade: 
Matthew Pridgen, Yenifer 
Luna Luna and Vivianna Cox 
 

J.W. McLauchlin 5th Grade: 
Laila Beatty (not pictured), Mia 
Davis and Isaiah Joe

Scurlock Elementary 3rd Grade: 
Kerahn McKinnon, Madison 
Moon and Luis Canalas

Scurlock Elementary 4th Grade: 
Keidi Sanchez-Santiago, Declan 
Callahan and Brooke Jares

Scurlock Elementary 5th Grade: 
Victoria Delaire, Shawn Garrett 
and Jamarie Hernandez

Don Steed Elementary 4th 
Grade: Madison Potts, Alysen 
Flores and Principal Mrs. Gray

Rockfish Hoke Elementary 3rd 
Grade: Marcey Proefrock and 
Abby Robertson

Rockfish Hoke Elementary 4th 
Grade: Savana McIlraith, David 
Coptsias and Madilyn Reine

Rockfish Hoke Elementary 5th 
Grade: Katherine White and 
Sydney Hopper

Sandy Grove Middle School 6th 
Grade: Malachi Stokes, Jadyn 
Geah and Riley Edwards

Hoke County to levy an additional 
one-half cent sales and use tax” for 
the purpose of school construc-
tion and renovation. The money 
would go to pay for construction 
of a third campus at Hoke High 
and additional classrooms at other 
county schools.

Even if the legislation passes 
the General Assembly, “you still 
couldn’t put it on the ballot of 2015,” 
Pierce said.

The text of HB-247 states that 
“the election shall be held in accor-
dance with the procedures of G.S. 
163-287.”

The only local election sched-
uled for 2015 is a municipal race 
for three seats on the Raeford City 
Council, according to Hoke Board of 
Elections Director Caroline Shook. 
Only Raeford residents vote in that 
election, meaning elections officials 
wouldn’t ordinarily open the county 
voting precincts this year.

Although the text of the bill does 
not specify when the matter would 
go to a vote, Hoke County Schools 
Board of Education Attorney Nick 
Sojka said that the school board had 
intended for the matter to go to voters 
this November.

“The intention all along was for 

it to go to a vote this year,” he said.
Sojka said it had been his under-

standing from working with state of-
ficials that it could go through in the 
fall due to its status as an “advisory 
referendum,” not a special election 
to fill an elected office.

Hoke County Attorney Grady 
Hunt said that, either way, the 
county has to wait until the state 
legislature makes a final decision 
on the bill before it can take any ac-
tion regarding a special election.

“I’ll just wait and see what 
happens with the legislation, the 
local bill, and if it passes, then 
we’ll look down the road,” he said.

Daniel Ettefagh, a senior legis-
lative counselor who works with 
bill drafting for the state General 
Assembly, said that if the bill passes 
this year, the county would be able 
to hold the vote next year without 
having to get another bill through 
the legislature.

The other state stipulations in-
clude that a special election may be 
held “at the same time as the primary 
election in any even-numbered year” 
and “at the same time as a municipal 
general election, if the special elec-
tion is within the jurisdiction of the 
municipality only.”

Could still go on ballot
A pending decision from the gov-

ernor means that Hoke voters could 
still see the sales tax referendum on 
the ballot this fall.

McCrory announced last week 
that he is considering calling for a 
statewide special election this year. 
The special election would seek 
voters’ input on whether to allow 
the state to borrow between $2.4 
and $2.8 billion to pay for road 
projects and state government 
buildings.

Legislation to schedule the 
bond referendum hasn’t been in-
troduced yet, but reports suggest 
the issue will likely be introduced 
before the House of Representa-
tives this week. The filing deadline 
is Thursday.

If the governor moves ahead 
to put the state issue to a vote this 
November, then it would require 
Hoke to open all county precincts, 
allowing the county commission to 
put the sales tax issue on the ballot, if 
they vote to ask the county elections 
board to do so.

Raeford and Hoke won’t hold 
a primary election at all this year 
because the only local race is for a 
non-partisan board.

Spend some quality  family time 
together.  Worship at the church of 
your choice. 
Our community has a number of 
churches and a variety of denomi-
nations for you and your family.

Pittman Grove Baptist Church
4921 Pittman Grove Church Rd.

875-5045

ChuRCh seRviCes
sunday school 9:45 a.m.

sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
sunday Night Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Meal
& Bible study 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Ken Williams

Baptist apostolic
Rivers church of Jesus christ

“Where the fire flows and the love shows”
109 Oakwood Ave. • Raeford

tuesday Night - Bible study - 7 p.m.
Friday Night - annointing, praise & power 

7 p.m.
sunday - Worship service - 11 a.m.

call 910-479-1616
Email: riversthe1@yahoo.com
one church three locations

sunday school 10 a.m.

Spring Bazaar
April 18 • 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Spaghetti Plate Sale
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

$7 (includes salad, dessert, bread & drink)

Parker United Methodist Church
7400 Fayetteville Road • Raeford

All proceeds go to missions
Contact: parkerumcbazaar@gmail.com 

Southern Heights 
Baptist Church

Free concert

Five Brothers
Mar. 28, 7 p.m.

come hear the nationally ac-
claimed Gospel group in their 
first performance in this area.

1356 n. oak Drive
call 875-5555 

for more information.
www.Southernhts.org

$31.45

Five Brothers Concert
Southern Heights Baptist

Mar. 28, 7 p.m., Free
nationally acclaimed!
1356 n. oak Drive

call 875-5555 
for more information.
www.Southernhts.org

$18.95

CHURCHES

Call Hal or Wendy
at 875-2121.

Promote 

Your Events

Church Name
eveNt

event Date
event time

Address

Free to the
Public!

•Gospel Singing •Jumping Arena 
•Games For All Ages

EvEryonE WElcomE
Join Us And Bring Your Friends!

A fantastic day filled with fun, food and fellowship

$59.95



April 15, 2015  THE NEWS-JOURNAL Raeford, N.C 5A      

Religious
(Continued from page 2A)

Rape
(Continued from page 1A)

Martin
(Continued from page 2A)

but the Court left open the option of 
states adopting their own RFRAs. 
Several did; North Carolina did not.

In 1998, the N.C. Council of 
Churches adopted a policy state-
ment entitled “Religious Liberty” 
in which we called for the “passage 
of a state law, comparable to the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
which would prohibit restrictions on 
religious freedom unless the state 
is using the least restrictive way to 
achieve a compelling state interest.”

Our concern, and that of many 
groups at that time, was that the 
change in Free Exercise standards 
would lead to significant limita-
tions on religious liberty and could 
especially encourage discrimination 
against “small and/or unpopular 
religious groups.” The statement 
mentioned impacts on practices by, 
among others, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Native Americans, Orthodox Jews, 
and Muslims. The full statement 
contains helpful information on 
the history of Free Exercise cases, 
the possible ramifications of the 
loss of the compelling state interest 
standard, and recommendations for 
protecting religious liberty, includ-
ing the passage of a “pure RFRA-
like statute” in North Carolina. It 
also warned against exceptions in 
RFRA laws that would discriminate 
against one category of people, 
prisoners.

In recent weeks, state RFRAs 
have reappeared, but this time be-

ing promoted by people opposed to 
same-gender marriage and worried 
about its increasing legal and social 
acceptance. The concern that has 
been voiced is for people in the 
marriage “industry” – caterers, flo-
rists, wedding directors, etc. – who 
might be forced to provide wedding 
services to couples whose weddings 
are contrary to their religious beliefs. 
Such a law has brought widespread 
attention to the state of Indiana, and 
similar bills have been introduced 
in North Carolina.

The Council remains commit-
ted to the protection of religious 
liberty and remains especially 
concerned that there be protec-
tion from discrimination against 
adherents of small, uninfluential, 
and/or unpopular denominations 
and faiths. At the same time, over 
the decades, we have voiced our 
opposition to all forms of discrimi-
nation, including those based on 
race, gender, ethnicity, and sexual 
orientation. 

As currently written, the North 
Carolina bills would permit dis-
crimination based on religious 
beliefs, not just regarding sexual 
orientation but also race/ethnicity, 
religion, and other factors. So, for 
example, a florist whose religious 
beliefs were in opposition to in-
terracial marriages or interfaith 
marriages or second marriages for 
divorced people would be permitted 
to use those beliefs to refuse to serve 
such couples.

While we continue to support 
the concept of a state law that is 
equivalent to the federal RFRA, the 
bills introduced recently in North 
Carolina differ significantly from 
the federal law in scope and impact. 
For example, the N.C. bills omit 
the word “substantial” in speaking 
of the burden imposed, and they 
refer to a government interest “of 
the highest magnitude.”

We will oppose any legisla-
tion which would permit religious 
beliefs to be used as a justification 
for discrimination.

On a pastoral level, we need to 
acknowledge that there are people of 
faith who are hurting on this issue. 
There are conservative people of 
faith who find deeply held beliefs 
being challenged, even within 
their faith traditions, and who feel 
change in this area has come with 
great speed. There are people of 
faith who have spent much of their 
lives being discriminated against 
because of their sexual orientation, 
with at least some of that coming 
from within their faith traditions, 
and an end to that discrimination 
can’t come quickly enough.

As the Council did in 1992, we 
again encourage people of faith to 
engage across these divides, “believ-
ing that understanding and respect 
come out of sharing in community 
and being in dialogue.”

George Reed is the Executive 
Director of the North Carolina 
Council of Churches.

ren’s dog, Solo, was the smartest 
animal she had ever seen, and 
she fell in love with him, even 
though he was “an unpredictable 
sociopath.” How Solo became an 
effective cadaver dog is the story 
of Warren’s book, “What the Dog 
Knows: The Science and Wonder 
of Working Dogs.”

The paperback edition of this 
remarkable book recently made 
The New York Times’ list of 
non-fiction, paperback bestsell-
ers. This success should not be 
a surprise. Warren deftly accom-
panies her moving story of Solo’s 
hard-earned achievement with 
information about crime fighting 
and the science of how dogs can 
learn to find the bodies of dead 
people. The result is a warm read-
ing experience that informs as it 
entertains. (Bookwatch May 3, 7)

The paperback edition of “The 
End of Innocence,” the debut 
novel of Chapel Hill based in-
novation consultant and speaker 
Allegra Jordan, will be released 
on May 1. The book is set on the 
Harvard University campus and 
the battlefields of World War I. 

Its characters and their stories of 
love and friendship, smashed by 
the war, propel readers into the 
turmoil the Great War brought to 
the lives of unprepared people.

The book is timely in North 
Carolina for another reason. 
After the war, when a memorial 
was created for Harvard alumni 
who died in service to the allied 
cause, there was a hot debate 
about including alums who died 
fighting for Germany. Some North 
Carolinians are asking if we 
should maintain our monuments 
to the brave Confederate dead 
soldiers, even if we decide they 
were fighting for a cause that is 
indefensible today? (Bookwatch 
May 10, 14)

North Carolina’s great and be-
loved historian, William Powell, 
who died April 11, challenged 
the validity of the purported 
Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence. But the May 20, 
1775 date of the “Meck Dec” is 
fixed on our state flag and seal.

Charlotte lawyer Scott Syfert, 
author of “The First American 
Declaration of Independence? 
The Disputed History of the 

Mecklenburg Declaration of May 
20, 1775,” lays out the facts, pro 
and con, and respectfully presents 
the opinions of both adherents and 
detractors so his readers can form 
their own conclusions about the 
“Meck Dec.” (Bookwatch May 
17, 21)

If I told you the title of a 
recent North Carolina book 
was “Foods That Make You 
Say Mmm-mmm,” who would 
you guess is the author?  Do 
you need another hint? “This 
dish is to die for.” Of course, 
the author is UNC-TV’s star 
food guru, Bob Garner. He has 
written several books about 
our barbecue and many articles 
about our state’s foods for Our 
State Magazine. His new book, 
his publisher explains, tells us 
about our state’s food special-
ties like “fish stew, Ocracoke fig 
cake, banana pudding, collards 
and even Moravian chicken pie. 
The book is part cookbook, part 
essay collection, part dining 
guide.” (Bookwatch May 24, 28)

Using Garner’s favorite words 
to describe the best food treats, 
these five books are “to die for.”

“Here is a radical notion. If you want to know how your child is doing in 
my class, ask me. I can tell you (as most good teachers can) how he or she 
is doing in a few minutes, without a test and without using any numbers.
The state should provide us with a few additional numbers. How many stu-
dents cry before, during or after the test? How many teachers leave their 
school or the profession because of the tests? How many exceptional chil-
dren are improperly evaluated by these silly tests? How many students will 
be pushed, by failing the test, into summer school, a retake of the test, or 
a remediation program, all of which are wasteful and useless? How much 
valuable instructional time, for science, social studies, the arts and creative 
thinking activities, will be lost because teachers are forced to teach to the 
test?”
	 —	Alfie	Kohn,	“The	Insanity	of	the	Testing	Mania”	

“The	strength	of	the	United	States	is	not	the	gold	at	Fort	Knox	or	the	
weapons of mass destruction that we have, but the sum total of the edu-
cation and the character of our people.”
 — Claiborne Pell

“America believes in education: the average professor earns more money in 
a year than a professional athlete earns in a whole week.”
 — Evan Esar 

TODAY’S HOMEWORK (Notes on Education)

Investigators with the Hoke 
County Sheriff’s Office arrested a 
man on multiple charges of alleged 
sexual assault against a child.

Deputies arrested Laquan 
McLean, 37, of the 200 block 
of Pilgrim Mobile Home Park 
in Raeford on two counts of 
second-degree forcible sex of-
fense, two counts of indecent 
liberties with a child, two counts 
of sexual act by a substitute par-
ent, two counts of felony child 

abuse by sex act and one count 
of crime against nature. He was 
held under a $500,000 bond.

Officers with the sheriff’s 
office received a report last 
week about a sexual assault on 
a female child that allegedly oc-
curred on April 4 around 10 p.m. 
Detectives looking into the situ-
ation conducted interviews and 
discovered sufficient evidence 
to take the suspect into custody, 
the sheriff’s office said.

Man arrested for child sex crimes

Laquan McLean

charges of first-degree rape, first-
degree kidnapping, assault on a 
female and possession of marijuana 
paraphernalia. The alleged incident 
was reportedly domestic in nature 
and Locklear was denied bond.

Deputies responded April 8 to 

the 200 block of Stubbs Road in 
reference to a call about an assault 
that had reportedly just occurred. 
During the investigation, officers 
learned that the female victim 
had been sexually assaulted. She 
was taken to Moore Regional 
Hospital for treatment of non-

life-threatening injuries. 
Deputies arrested Locklear in 

connection with the case. He was 
taken to the Hoke County Deten-
tion Center. 

Officials did not release the 
victim’s name due to the nature 
of the alleged crime.
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Investigators in Florida have 
arrested a man wanted on mul-
tiple charges connected to crimes 
in the Highway 15-501 area of 
Hoke County near the Moore 
County line that were reported 
last December.

Law enforcement officers 
with the Pinellas County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Shomari 
Theodore Seaton, 25, no ad-
dress known, on charges of 
one count of robbery with a 
dangerous weapon, two counts 

of attempted robbery with a 
dangerous weapon, three counts 
of first-degree kidnapping, one 
count of first-degree sexual of-
fense, one count of attempted 
first-degree sexual offense, one 
count of crimes against nature, 
one count of attempted crimes 
against nature and one count of 
sexual battery. 

He was held by Florida law 
enforcement and is pending extra-
dition to North Carolina to stand 
for the listed charges.

Man charged in kidnapping, sex assault

possession of stolen goods. 
He was held under a $105,000 
secured bond.

Investigators called to the 
200 block of Smokey Mountain 
Drive interrupted a break-in in 
progress on April 2. The suspect 

fled on foot through the rear door 
of the home. Officers searching 
the area reportedly located a four-
wheeler in the garage that had 
been stolen from a neighbor’s 
residence the previous night. 

Authorities conducted a 
search warrant on the property 

and recovered items from mul-
tiple break-ins. The property 
was returned to owners Joanene 
Lassiter and Fred Stalter. 

Warfield is also facing 
charges from outstanding war-
rants from another breaking 
and entering.

Break-ins
(Continued from page 1A)

Shomari Theodore Seaton

Class Reunions
1956 — The Upchurch High 

Class of 1956 committee will meet 
soon. Contact Marjorie G. Hendrix 
at 867-8555.

1961 — If you are interested in 
attending a reunion for the 1961 
Upchurch High School class, con-
tact myrticemyrt@aol.com or call 
Myrtice Pollard (910) 843-5952 
or Martha McNair Brown (910) 
875-6119.

1962 — Information on the class 
of 1962 may be obtained by calling 
Annie Gilchrist McLain, 487-4195; 
McKinnon McKeller, 864-0772; or 
Ellen Clark McNeill, 875-3237; 
or email emcneill1005@aol.com.

1963 — Information on the class 
of 1963 may be obtained by calling 
Edna Marie Black-Cooper at (910) 
843-5742 or email ebmarieblack@
aol.com or Mary Roper at (910) 
875-4993.

1964 — For more information 
concerning the class of 1964, call 
Rebecca McNeill (910) 875-1469, 
email RBM28376@aol.com or 
John McLean (910) 843-4047, 
email Shorose66@aol.com.

1965 — Upchurch High Class of 
1965 meets monthly at the home of 
Mr. Bobby and Jennie Allen. All in-
terested parties are invited to attend. 
Contact Rev. Jennie Allen at (910) 
875-5026; Pastor Cora Murphy 
(910) 684-0417; Mr. Paul Purcell 
(910) 904-1622; Janice McDougal 
(910) 423-6271; email jlmac65@
nc.net; snail mail 3649 Marcliff 
Road, Hope Mills, NC 28348.

1967 — The Upchurch High 
School Class of 1967 is planning 
their 50th Class Reunion Celebra-
tion. For more information, contact 
Walter Blue, (910) 875-3318, Delo-
rise Lide, (910) 875-2480 or Annie 
Little, (910) 695-5519.

1975 — The Hoke County High 
Class of 1975 is planning its 40th 
year reunion. We are searching for 
our members and contact informa-
tion. Please respond with contact 
information to: trinybooks@aol.
com, gbhill27@gmail.com, 910-
213-7110, 910-977-9076 or 910-
978-4455.

1977 — Hoke County High 
School Class of 1977 will meet 
every Monday at 7 p.m. at Virgil’s 
Drive-In. Any interested classmate 
may call James Quick at (910) 
273-1863.

1987 — The Hoke County High 
Class of 1987 class reunion prepa-
rations are underway for 2012. For 
suggestions/details email: Della 
Brunson Smith at_della.smith@
hotmail.com or Anthony Sinclair 
at microtec31@netscape.net.

1990 — The Class of 1990 25th 
Reunion will be held June 26-28.

On June 26 the class and family 
will meet at Lafayette Lane Bowl-
ing Alley, 3313 Raeford Road, 
Fayetteville NC, from 7  -10 p.m. 
On June 27, THE MAIN ATTRAC-
TION: A Black Tie (formal) event 
will be held at Pinehurst Resort, 
80 Carolina Vista Drive, Village of 
Pinehurst, in the Carolina Hall and 
Terrace Room. The cost includes 
venue, buffet dinner, DJ and pho-
tography. The cost is $63 per person 
(non-refundable). The available 
payment methods are via website, 
see link at http://www.payitsquare.
com/collect-page/54305  or mail to 
Angela McNeill (910)-797-1999 
(call for address) or Laura (Smith) 
Davis, P.O. Box 214, Raeford, NC 
28376, (910)-987-0519. Partial 
payments will be accepted. All 
payments must be received by May 
8. On June 28 the class is invited 
to worship with Kendra (Parker) 
McArn at New Beginnings in Christ 
Ministries, 8987 Red Springs Road, 
Red Springs, at 11am.

1998 — Planning for the class of 
1998 reunion has been completed. 
Please contact April Bratcher at 
(336) 841-5388 or (336) 338-2286 
cell or Damon Williams at (910) 
690-6707 ASAP so we can get an 
information packet to you via mail 
or email.

2001 — A website has been 
established for Hoke High’s class of 
2001 so that classmates may keep in 
touch and exchange reunion ideas. 
The website was begun by Gretchen 
Adams and the address is www.
geocities.com/fightingbucks2001/
index.html. 

NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
Alsaedie Family 69435-18-01-097 472.94
Altman, Lena 69424-12-01-011 469.92
Andrews, Magline 69435-18-01-108 20.16
Anwar, Muhammad 69434-07-01-150 381.55
Beatty, Ardell, Heirs 69434-11-01-053 19.78
Baldwin,Calvin  69434-09-01-127 66.24
Baldwin, Oscar L. 69434-07-01-002 133.30
Baldwin, Oscar L.  69435-19-01-050 226.70
Basile, Annie M.  69434-06-01-052 35.28
Beatty, Larry J. 69425-20-01-039 247.54
Bethea, Earnest  69434-09-01-124 6.86
Bethea, Frederick  69435-14-01-156 125.81
Blue, Lillie 69435-18-01-073 314.98
Blue, Mae L. 69434-11-01-012 206.88
Brathcer, Cleo  69434-06-01-045 266.26
Bratcher, G. B.  69434-10-01-063 485.52
Breeden, Evelyn  69435-18-01-160 71.86
Brock, Marion  69434-09-01-007 422.06
Brooke Investments Inc. 69434-05-01-207 280.03
Brown, Candye C. Walker 69434-09-01-105 171.84
Bryde, Hubert Wayne, Jr. & Et Al 69425-19-01-017 1,359.60
Burney, Jessie Jr. 69425-20-01-038 54.79
Burney, Jessie Jr.  69435-17-01-011 5.71
Byrd, Richard Daryl 69425-19-01-016 1,239.60
Campbell, Harold C.  69435-17-01-042 224.59
Campbell, Jane T  69435-18-01-009 370.61
Willie Ann Carthens 69434-09-01-131 33.65
Chalaire, Eugene  69434-06-01-187 81.89
Chalaire, Eugene  69434-06-01-188 428.06
Chalaire, Eugene  69434-13-01-031 725.86
Chambers, Columbus  69434-05-01-013 177.98
 Chambers, Columbus 69434-05-01-021 48.67
Chambers, Marjorie 69434-05-01-208 58.27
Chappelle, Julia Mae  69435-19-01-048 164.26
Chester, Louis  69435-18-01-064 164.11
Clement, Lettie H  69434-06-01-022 335.28
Cole, Alfred Est. 69424-12-01-008 53.93
Cole, Alfred, Est. 69424-12-01-009 58.32
Cooke, Anthony  69434-07-01-108 148.51
Currie, Timothy Douglas 69434-05-01-161 346.56
Davis, Cynthia A 69424-12-01-010 198.98
Davis, Pamela V. 69435-18-01-158 33.55
Dudley, George  69434-07-01-043 45.79
Dudley, Katie Lee  69434-07-01-044 178.80
Edens, Bobby 69434-14-01-006 364.13
Edwards, James Alexander  69434-10-01-061 62.16
Espitia, Leopoldo  69434-10-01-083 2,091.17
Fellows, Larry D  69435-19-01-055 199.34
Fellows, S.T.  69434-06-01-050 54.48
Ferguson, Richard Ferguson 69434-06-01-042 145.39
Gibson, Doris Clark, Est. 69435-17-01-048 139.34
Gibson, Shirley 69434-07-01-111 126.19
Gillis, Katherine C.  69434-07-01-036 137.42
Gracia, Mary Ann B. & Eppie L.  69434-10-01-042 251.81
Guereschi, Sarah E.  69434-07-01-047 145.17
Gupton, Joe  69434-05-01-104 122.00
Hardaway, Freeman  69435-13-01-186 1,623.22
Hardison, Goldie B.  69434-10-01-056 189.12
Harris, William, Sr. 69434-07-01-208 224.50
Hart, Shirley Mae  69435-18-01-117 405.22
Harvey, Vastine Malloy  69434-10-01-068 218.88
Haynie, James  69425-19-01-022 119.81
Haynie, James W., Sr. 69425-19-01-024 166.61
Holland, Robert Neil  69434-06-01-125 418.61
Hollingsworth, Eddie  69434-07-01-015 150.43
Hollingsworth, Micheaux  69425-18-01-027 1,059.60
Hollingsworth, Willie, Jr. 69435-18-01-080 37.39
Homes For Our Troops, Inc. 69424-06-01-045 96.00
Hurst, Benjamin  69434-13-01-017 367.74
J & C Learning Castle, LLC 69434-05-01-108 914.45
Jackson, Albert  69435-18-01-152 259.25
Jackson, Ann H.  69424-08-01-066 477.46
Jackson, Deborah Massey  69435-18-01-019 140.35
Jackson, Jerry Lewis  69434-07-01-006 203.23
Jackson, Ron  69434-10-01-010 420.24
Johnson, A P  69434-07-01-155  12.53
Johnson, Bell  69435-18-01-083 306.67
Knight, Joel L  69434-08-01-087  117.60
Leach, Vernie 69434-07-01-025  112.61
Lester, W.P., Heirs 69435-18-01-127 74.11
Linthicum, Collen  69434-06-01-133  432.67
Locklear, Gerald  69435-17-01-028  303.26
Lombardi, Steven  69434-05-01-043  221.38
Long, Jerry 69434-05-01-003  322.08
Long, Mary Patricia 69434-09-01-104  148.25
Love, Annie Clyde,, Heirs 69434-09-01-115 10.46
Lundy, Martha M.  69434-07-01-183  276.48
Lupo, William Heath  69434-10-01-138  337.49
Lyons, Patricia  69434-05-01-058  290.45
Mason, Alida  69434-07-01-104  418.03
Mayer, Patricia A 69434-07-01-175  179.21
Maynard, Patricia H.  69434-07-01-107  172.90
McAllister, Heirs Daniel  69435-14-01-157  110.88
McCray, Toney B. 69434-07-01-050  140.50
McDuffie, Betty Conoly  69434-06-01-089  141.12
McEachin, Rosa 69434-06-01-038 11.94
McGregor, Brenda Cobb  69434-06-01-035  403.30
McGregor, Mae Evelyn  69435-19-01-053  161.38
McKinnon, Charles L.  69434-07-01-099  358.63
McLaurin, Leola  69434-09-01-118  125.18
McLean, Lanice S  69435-18-01-113  276.34
McMillan, Annie T.  69434-10-01-081  208.27
McMillan, Bernice  69424-11-01-042  591.65
McMillan, Clifton H.  69435-14-01-163  112.80
McMillan, Clyde, Jr 69435-18-01-106  367.82
McMillan, Nora  69424-12-01-077 95.14
McNair, J B  69434-11-01-043         117.89
McNeill, David R.  69434-10-01-023  180.82
McQuage, James D.  69434-05-01-078  827.76
McQuage, Jimmy  69434-06-01-155  280.66
McQueen, Larry  69424-08-01-057  284.50

McRae, Murphy Heirs 69434-11-01-016  201.12
McRae, Rosa Denise Mc.  69435-19-01-037  152.54
McRae, Will Heirs 69434-11-01-028 57.02
Melvin, Ethel Lee S.  69435-19-01-038  125.62
Monroe, Dorothy M  69435-18-01-110  290.69
Monroe, Lindsay A  69434-09-01-102  286.99
Moore, Terrence C. 69435-18-01-016  181.39
Morris, Mrs. Carl , Heirs 69434-10-01-145 7.01
MS Thompson Rentals, LLC 69434-06-01-250         130.42
MS Thompson Rentals, LLC 69434-06-01-255      1,205.76
Ms Thompson Rentals, LLC 69434-10-01-038  208.85
MS Thompson Rentals, LLC 69434-13-01-048  467.52
Murchison, Roy Lee  69434-07-01-001  117.98
Naranjo, Ramon S.  69434-10-01-059  214.80
Parter, Yvonne A.  69435-18-01-155 45.46
Peterkin, Bobby  69434-07-01-034  142.61
Pickler, Janice S.  69434-06-01-108  219.43
Pickler, Janice S.  69434-09-01-014  341.14
Posey, Kurt 69425-18-01-047  713.47
Powell, Fannie Mae 69435-18-01-014  179.04
Purcell, Walter, Jr. 69435-18-01-109  307.25
Quality Built Homes, Inc. 69434-13-01-060 63.84
Raeford Holding, LLC 69434-06-01-186      4,600.61
Raeford Lumber Co. Inc. 69434-09-01-134  493.82
Rich, Colin  69434-10-01-002  280.56
Richardson, Lacy  69424-12-01-041  363.36
Robinson, Nazerene E.  69424-12-01-002  247.33
Rogers, Fenton L.  69434-11-01-017  148.18
Rogers, Fenton L.  69434-11-01-027 27.26
Rogers, Gladys B. Est. 69434-05-01-201  284.64
Ross, Elton, Jr.  69434-10-01-058  195.60
Ross, Ethelda 69434-11-01-040  111.74
Ross, Martha Brown 69435-14-01-167  267.65
Ross, Martha Brown 69435-19-01-057  143.04
Rozier, Darryl  69434-05-01-154  389.85
Rozier, Darryl 69434-06-01-136  522.10
Rozier, Darryl  69434-06-01-263  446.16
S & W Premier Investments, Inc. 69425-18-01-031           22.45
Scercy, Phillip  69435-18-01-134  415.34
Scurry, Margaret W.  69434-09-01-106 75.26
Sellers, Willie Beatrice  69434-09-01-096  297.46
Shaw, Margaret D 69434-10-01-112 80.69
Shaw, Thomas  69434-10-01-114  164.54
Shelton, Mary Ann  69434-05-01-011  226.46
Shepherd,Lionel  69434-10-01-053  197.04
Shortridge, Michael David  69434-07-01-119  327.22
Singletary, Mattie, Heirs 69434-09-01-120 61.73
Singletary, Oral  69434-07-01-042  155.09
Singletary, Oral  69434-09-01-081  585.36
Singletary, Spencer  69434-09-01-112 5.33
Smith, Janie Goode 69434-07-01-065  175.15
Smith, Louise McC  69434-09-01-128  151.78
Swain, Brenda V. 69434-06-01-040  233.38
Taylor, Clarence  69435-18-01-121  218.06
Thomas & Davis Corp. 69424-07-01-019 8.16
Thomas & Davis Corp. 69424-07-01-040 12.34
Thomas, Mary Gwendolyn  69434-05-01-121  877.87
Thomas, Mary Gwendolyn  69434-09-01-046  543.79
Thompson, Brenda D  69435-17-01-116  258.86
Thompson, Jacqueline D.  69434-10-01-067 197.90
Thompson, Mark  69434-05-01-209 176.30
Thompson, Mark Stephen  69434-05-01-130 579.89
Tillman, Craine Stephen  69434-07-01-024 124.13
TT & T Services, Inc.  69434-10-01-008 690.10
Walker, Annie N., Heirs 69434-11-01-030  50.69
Walker, Wilbert Earl  69434-11-01-035  18.67
White, Linda Lee 69434-07-01-051 198.07
White, Sandra Kaye  69434-06-01-131 259.38
Wong, Patricia P. 69434-06-01-070 609.60
Wright & Best, Et Al 69434-13-01-004  63.84
Wright & Best, Et Al 69434-13-01-062  68.54
Wright & Best, Et Al 69434-13-01-063  68.54
Wright & Best, Et Al 69434-13-01-065 217.01
Wright & Best, Inc. 69424-08-01-019  36.96
Wright & Best, Inc. 69424-08-01-020 167.66
Wright & Best, Inc. 69424-08-01-022 176.88
Wright & Best, Inc. 69424-15-01-020 195.41
Wright & Best, Inc. 69434-13-01-057  37.73
Wright & Best, Inc. 69434-13-01-058 71.38
Wright & Best, Inc. 69435-17-01-060 273.46
Wright Business 69424-08-01-005 100.56
Wright Business 69424-08-01-007  25.73
Wright Business 69424-08-01-009 138.53
Wright, Thomas F, Sr. 69425-18-01-032 192.29
Wright, Thomas F 69424-07-01-054  11.14
Wright, Thomas F 69424-08-01-006  13.20
Wright, Thomas F. 69424-11-01-037 725.28
Wright, Thomas F 69434-09-01-065 731.39
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69424-11-01-082 182.02
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69434-09-01-048 684.77
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-024 189.17
Wright, Thomas F Sr. 69425-18-01-025 178.85
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-026 172.61
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-033 324.58
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-034 238.61
Wright, Thomas F Sr. 69425-18-01-035 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-036 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-037 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-038 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-039 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-040 254.06
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-041 264.62
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-042 285.79
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-049       1,004.11
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-18-01-050 370.08
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-19-01-023 106.03
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-19-01-025 186.10
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-19-01-026 202.22
Wright, Thomas F Sr 69425-19-01-027 313.78
Wright, Vanessa  69424-08-01-060 284.06

CITY OF RAEFORD TAX LIST
ADVERTISEMENT OF TAX LIENS ON REAL PROPERTY

Under and by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 105-369 of the North Carolina General Statutes, I am hereby advertising tax liens for the year 2014 upon the 
real estate described below.  The amount advertised will be increased by interest and costs, and the omission of interest and costs from the amount advertised will not consti-
tute a waiver of taxing unit’s claim for those items.  The real estate that is subject to the lien, the name of the person to whom the property is listed for taxes and the principal 
amount of the taxes are set out below.  If the taxes remain unpaid, the lien will be foreclosed by the taxing unit and the property sold to satisfy the taxing unit’s claim for taxes.

This the 15th day of April 2014.
Betty Smith, Tax Collector

NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
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Sports

Fighting Bucks 
Sports Schedule 

Just Putting Around

April 15
Girls JV Soccer at Rich-

mond 5:30 p.m.
Girls V Soccer at Richmond 

7 p.m.
Girls JV Softball Home vs. 

Scotland 5 p.m.
Girls V Softball Home vs. 

Scotland 7 p.m.
Track Home vs. Richmond 

& Scotland 4 p.m.
Middle School Softball & 

Baseball at West Hoke 4:15 
p.m.

April 16
Boys Tennis Home vs. 

Pinecrest 4 p.m.
Middle School Softball & 

Baseball at West Hoke 4:15 
p.m.

Middle School Girls & Boys 
Soccer at East Hoke 4:15 p.m.

April 17
Girls V Soccer Home vs. 

Scotland 6 p.m.
Girls JV Softball at Rich-

mond 5 p.m.
Girls V Softball Home vs. 

Richmond 7 p.m.
Boys JV Baseball at Rich-

mond 5 p.m.
Boys V Baseball Home vs. 

Richmond 7 p.m.

April 20
Girls JV Soccer Home vs. 

Lumberton 5:30 p.m.
Girls V Soccer Home vs. 

Lumberton 7 p.m.
Boys Golf at Purnell Swett 

2 p.m.
Middle School Softball & 

Baseball at East Hoke 4:15 p.m.

April 21
Girls JV Softball at Lum-

berton 5 p.m.
Girls V Softball Home vs. 

Lumberton 7 p.m.
Boys JV Baseball at Lum-

berton 5 p.m.
Boys V Baseball Home vs. 

Lumberton 7 p.m.
Middle School Girls & Boys 

Soccer at East Hoke 4:15 p.m.
Middle School Girls & 

Boys Soccer at Sandy Grove 
4:15 p.m. 

By hal nunn

Sports writer

The Hoke County High School 
Lady Bucks’ softball team ac-
complished something that has 
never been done in Hoke County 
history. They won a tournament 
championship, the Robeson 
County Slugfest, last week in St. 
Pauls by defeating Lumberton 
14-6. The Bucks also defeated 
West Bladen, the winner of the 
Easter tournament for the last 

three years, to advance to the 
championship game. 

In the first inning, the Lady 
Bucks jumped out to a 9-0 lead 
off hits by Alyssa Castillo, 
Bryce Smith, Taylor Jacobs and 
Caitlyn Crenshaw. The Bucks 
led the way 9-0 until the third 
inning when Lumberton put up 
six of their own to make it 9-6. 
It remained 9-6 until the top of 
the sixth when the Bucks added 
another run, making it 10-6. 
Hoke County held Lumberton 

scoreless the rest of the way 
and added four more runs in the 
top of the seventh to secure the 
tournament championship 14-6. 

Bryce Smith led the way from 
the plate going 4-5. Alyssa Cas-
tillo went 3-4 and Caitlyn Cren-
shaw went 2-4 with three RBIs. 
Coach Heather Glass said Alyssa 
Castillo and Caleigh Norton were 
the defensive players of the game. 
“I’m so proud of these girls for 
what they have accomplished 
so far,” Coach Glass said. “This 

team really plays well together 
and they mesh really well on and 
off the field.” Three Lady Bucks 
- Bethany Locklear, Bryce Smith 
and Caitlyn Crenshaw - made the 
All-Tournament team. Bethany 
Locklear was also named Tourna-
ment MVP. 

The Lady Bucks are 12-2 
overall and 3-1 in the Southeastern 
Conference. They play Scotland 
County tonight at home and 
Richmond County Friday night 
at home.

Bryce Smith of the Lady Bucks started the game off with a base hit to spark the Lady Bucks’ 
nine-run first inning. Bryce is the catcher on the team and went 4-5 from the plate. She was 
also named to the All-Tournament team. 

Caitlyn Crenshaw went 2-4 from the plate and had 3 RBIs for the Lady Bucks in their 14-6 win 
in the Robeson County Slugfest Easter Tournament Championship. 

Three Hoke County Lady Bucks were name to the All-
Tournament team. They were Caitlyn Crenshaw (left to right), 
Bryce Smith and Bethany Locklear. Bethany was also named 
Tournament MVP.

Lady Bucks win first tournament in school history

Beasley wins 270cc race at Rockfish Speedway

McCain buys first championship shirt
After the Duke Blue Devils won the National Championship 
last Monday night, Geraldine McCain was the first person to 
buy a Duke National Championship t-shirt from the local Hib-
bett Sports store in Raeford. Pictured are Jerry Wilson-store 
manager from Southern Pines (left to right), Geraldine McCain-
customer and CeCe Winston-store manager in Raeford.

By hal nunn

Sports writer

Over 30 cars made it out to 
Rockfish Motorsports Speedway 
for opening day of the 2015 racing 
season at the 3/8-mile clay oval off 
Lindsay Road in Raeford. Five divi-
sions saw action this past Saturday 
and Dale Arnold of Fayetteville 
took home the win in the top divi-
sion - the Micro Sprint 600cc class. 
Jason Brown finished second, Fred 
Prosperi II came in third, Mark Jones 
fourth, Josh Smith fifth, Colton 
Beasley sixth, Jody McCall seventh, 
Matt Jones eighth and Deon Arnold 
ninth. In the Micro Sprint 270cc 
class, Raeford’s own Colton Beasley 
took home top honors with Matt 

Jones finishing second, Andrew 
Yocco third, Lucas Pierson fourth, 
Ben McCall fifth, Adam Ahuse sixth 
and Dale Trogden seventh. In the 
Legends series, Billy Gomez Sr. of 
Fayetteville took home the win with 
Eddie Daniels in second, Michael 
McDonald third, Mark Walters 
fourth and Tyler Kussman fifth. In 
the Pro Go Karts, Billy Gomez Jr. of 
Fayetteville took home the win with 
William “Brownie” Brown coming 

in second, Chester Beaman third and 
Zachary Kober fourth. In the Mini 
Pro Go Karts, young Levi Brown 
of Raeford took home the win, Kim 
Oxendine came in second and Eric 
Cardona came in third. Racing ac-
tion will continue this weekend with 
the Ashley Heights Sand 100 with 
gates opening at 2 p.m., practice and 
qualifying at 4 p.m. and racing action 
at 5 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.rockfishmotorsports.com. 

Dale Arnold leads the pack in the Micro Sprint 600cc through turns one and two at Rockfish 
Motorsports Speedway in Hoke County last Saturday. Arnold took home the first win of the 
season in the top class. (Photo by www.thefourthturn.com) 

Colton Beasley of Raeford took home first place in the Micro 
Sprint 270cc race on opening day at Rockfish Motorsports 
Speedway. Colton also finished in sixth place in the Micro Sprint 
600cc. (Photo by www.thefourthturn.com) 

**This 2x5 Ad is now just $100 per week, 

minimum of three weeks.**

Spring Advertising 
Promotion

The Echo &
The News-Journal 

reach 14,000 homes 
each week.

Echo front page and/or color available at additional 
reduced cost. Deadline: Noon each Monday

Contact Wendy Tredway at 875-2121; by email at 
wendy@thenews-journal.com

or
Hal Nunn at 964-0990;  hal@thenews-journal.com

Try The News-Journal for just 99¢ for 
the first month. We’ll mail you a paper 
each week, and you’ll be eligible for a 
free PDF version of the paper, which will 
arrive as soon as it’s published. After the 
trial period the cost is just $2.95 per 
month for subscribers inside Hoke 
County, and $4.95 for those outside 
the county (postage costs are higher). 
Cancel at any time!

Try
for just 

99¢

celebrating 
her 

Balbina Cobb

April 
15th

Birthday
60th
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Women
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Bust
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A&T and Fayetteville State Uni-
versity, then returned to Hoke 
County and began working with 
students. She also holds master’s 
degrees in Christian education 
and theology. She was the Hoke 
County 2013 Teacher of the Year 
and currently works with the Hoke 
County Civic League. She attends 
Leach Springs Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Carol Jacobs Goins is the eldest 
of four siblings and is married with 
one daughter. She is described in 
her biography as a “Hoke County 
gem,” and grew up in the Hoke 
community. A member of the 
Hoke High Class of 1983, she 
went on to work in the medical 
field and currently works with 
inmates at Hoke County Cor-
rectional. She has a passion for 

preserving history and recently 
was the driving force in putting 
together a celebration for the 
100th anniversary of the McCain 
facility. She attends the Vision of 
Christ Church and volunteers with 
the domestic violence center.

Quick, the eldest of seven chil-
dren, grew up in Hoke County and 
graduated as part of the Hoke High 
Class of 1975. She went on to earn 
a degree in criminal justice from 
Fayetteville State University. She 
returned to Hoke County to work 
with the juvenile justice office. 
Currently, she works as a juve-
nile court counselor. She attends 
Rockfish Grove Free Will Baptist 
Church and is active in the church 
auxiliary and serves as a youth 
advisor. She additionally serves 
as a precinct judge and volunteers 
with the literacy council.

Brenda Lawlor, mother of 
Hoke Schools principal Bridget 
Parnell-Hayes and Tommy Law-
lor, is a recent transplant to Hoke 
County. She volunteers with the 
school libraries and works to 
bring books to the community 
with the Little Free Library. She 
is also working with the Friends 
of the Public Library to support 
bringing a bookmobile to Hoke 
County. She serves as president 
of the organization, and is also 
a member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. She 
additionally volunteers with the 
Raeford-Hoke Museum and is a 
member of the Raeford United 
Methodist Church.

Eunice Ann Locklear, born 
and raised in the Lumberton area, 
attended school in the Fairmont 
community and later in Pem-

broke. She earned a degree from 
Robeson Community College 
and went on to work at Moore 
Regional Hospital. She and her 
husband Ray Locklear moved to 
Hoke County and have resided 
in the county for nearly 30 years. 
They have one son, Kenneth. 
Today she is a certified pharmacy 
technician, nursing assistant and 
physical therapy assistant and 
also works as a hospital outreach 
facilitator. She is youth director, 
choir member and Sunday school 
teacher at South Hoke Baptist 
Church and volunteers with Hoke 
County Parks and Recreation and 
the Native American Scholarship 
Association.

Some of the awardees were 
unable to attend the ceremony 
but were recognized and honored 
by those present. The winners 

marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. He was held 
under a $30,000 bond.

Officers with the Special 

Operations Unit received a 
complaint about someone tres-
passing and possibly growing 
marijuana on the property in 
Shannon. Investigators found 

434 marijuana plants on the 
property and allegedly con-
nected the plants to Locklear.

Deputies arrested Locklear 
April 10.

The plants had a value of 
about $800 each, setting the 
total value of the drug bust at 
over $347,000.

Hoke County’s Sandy Grove 
Middle School has been recog-
nized as a verified zero energy 
building by New Buildings In-
stitute. A verified zero energy 
building is a building that benefits 
from reduced energy use through 
onsite renewable energy sources.

Sandy Grove Middle School 
is the first energy-positive, LEED 
Platinum registered, leased 
public school in North Carolina. 
The 74,000-square-foot energy-
positive facility, designed to 
return more energy to the grid 
than it consumes, is projected 
to save Hoke County Schools 
nearly $35 million over the 
next 40 years. The photovoltaic 
solar array is comprised of 2,358 

roof-mounted panels, as well as 
four striking solar structures that 
stand 20 feet tall. Combined, the 
panels produce over 752,000 
kilowatt/hours of electricity per 
year – enough energy to power 
more than 68 homes. The geo-
thermal system, comprised of 
ground-sourced heat pumps, 
utilizes the naturally renewable 
ground temperature as a heat 
source in the winter and a heat 
sink in the summer. This sub-
surface conductive heat transfer 
returns near-constant 55-degree 
water to the heat pumps, requir-
ing less energy to raise or lower 
the indoor air temperature. Other 
factors in conserving energy 
are super insulated wall and 

The band room at Sandy Grove Middle looks like most others in middle schools, but the school is super-efficient.

Sandy Grove Middle wins recognition
roof assemblies coupled with 
high-performance glazing and 
extensive use of LED lighting. 
The LED lighting not only uses 
less energy than more traditional 
fluorescent lighting, it emits less 
heat, which in turn requires less 
mechanical cooling. 

“Being recognized as a ZERO 
Energy Building is amazing,” 
SFL+A President Robbie Ferris 
said. “This building is more than 
just a middle school. This facil-
ity is driving cultural change in 
Hoke County and is giving back 
to the local community through 
the commitment of a high per-
formance educational learning 
environment.”

New Buildings Institute (NBI) 

is a nonprofit organization work-
ing to improve the energy perfor-
mance of commercial buildings. 
The organization works collabor-
atively with commercial building 
market players—governments, 
utilities, energy efficiency advo-
cates and building profession-
als—to remove barriers to energy 
efficiency, including promoting 
advanced design practices, im-
proved technologies, public poli-
cies and programs that improve 
energy efficiency. NBI’s current 
efforts include working to provide 
the policy and program direction 
and promote design practices and 
technologies that will result in 
buildings that are better for people 
and the environment.

SUBSCRIBE
to The News-Journal
Call 875-2121 or visit
www.raefordnj.com

Year Vehicle Stock Monthly
  Number Payment
2007 Buick LaCrosse p25658 228.00
2006 Buick LaCrosse p25657 215.00
2013 Chevy Impala p25666 350.00
2015 GMC Yukon (Demo) p25668 735.00
2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee p25642 219.85
2010 Dodge Avenger p25662 199.77
2011 Chevy Silverado 4x4 g5118a 481.00
2012 GMC Sierra Denali p25598 589.00
2009 GMC Acadia g5160a 368.00
2013 GMC Sierra 4x4 p25643 508.00
2014 Chevy Silverado p25654 577.47
2012 Chevy Equinox p25645 295.00
2008 Jeep Wranger 4wd p25647A 359.60
2013 Buick Regal Turbo p25571 362.00
2011 Buick Regal CXL p25561 313.00
2014 Hyundai Elantra p25636 315.00
2015 GMC Acadia p25651 498.00
2014 GMC Terrain p25587A 444.00
2013 Chevy Equinox 15119A 387.00
2012 Chevy Equinox p25572 363.00
2012 Honda Odyssey g5036B 489.00
2012 Chevy Equinox p25543 348.00
2012 Kia Sorento p25605 315.00
2008 Toyota Rav 4 p25419A 251.00
2010 Chevy Tahoe p25573A 430.00
2014 Chevy Silverado (Demo) 14482SL 568.00
 1500 LT
2014 Chevy Silverado (Demo) p25429 510.00
 1500 LT 
2014 Chevy Silverado p25655 520.00
 1500 LT 
2012 Chevy Silverdo g4198A 450.00
 1500 LT (4x4) 
2013 Ford F-150 p25579 479.00
2012 Dodge Ram 1500 p25601 358.47
2013 Chrysler 200 Touring p25559 387.43
 (convertible) 
2014 Chevy Camaro LS 14364A 445.00
2014 Chrysler 200 LS c15067A 321.41
2013 Chevy Camaro LT 14262SLA 418.14
2013 Buick Regal p25571 348.00
 Turbo Premium 
2011 Hyundai Sonata 15131B 260.00
2011 Buick Regal p25561 260.00
2011 Buick Regal p25547 295.00
2014 Chevy Camaro P25509 436.00
2008 Toyota Rav 4 P25149A 218.00
2011 Kia Sorento G4181A 263.00
2014 Jeep Compass p25425 307.00
2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee p25472 585.00
2009 Dodge Challenger SE p25538 329.00
2011 Chevy Colorado p25501 238.00
 Reg Cab
2012 Mazda 3 p25342 220.00
2013 Chevy Equinox P25581 400.00
2006 Hyundai Tuscon G5105A 118.00
2014 Chevy Impala Limited G4235A 322.00
2008 Dodge Avenger G4244B 218.00
2010 Buick Enclave B5002A 343.00
2007 Hyundai Entourage G5100A 199.00
2014 Buick Verano B5031A 322.00
2013 Chevy Camaro P25563 440.00
2014 Buick Regal P25570 250.00
2012 GMC Yukon SLT XL P25544A 505.00
2014 Sierra SLE Brand New! G5060 475.00
2009 Chevy Silverado G4241B 335.00
2014 Chevy Silverado P25674 482.48
2014 Ford Focus B5028A 374.01
2010 Dodge Avenger SXT P25710A 178.02
2014 Chevy Impala LTZ P25733 396.85
2009 Chevy Cruze LT P25665 337.86
2010 Lexus IS150 P25685A 452.03
2015 Chevy Malibu LS P25735 452.03
2013 Chevy Malibu LT P25716 375.92
2012 Cadillac SRX P25698 566.21
2012 GMC Terrain SLT2 G5128A 471.06
2012 Chevy Impala LT P25711 235.10
2012 Chevy Traverse LT P25697 394.95
2014 Chevy Silverado 1500 P25674 482.48
2013 Honda Odyssey G5161A 566.21
2011 Ford F150 P25695 452.03
2015 Buick Enclave (Prem.) B5029 656.00
2010 Chevy Tahoe P25703 356.89
2005 Chrysler 300 LTD P25590B 261.74
2015 Chevy Cruze LT P25734 374.01
2012 Chevy Cruze LS P25714 299.80
2014 Chevy Cruze LT P25737 305.51
2011 Chevy Traverse LT P25700 337.86
2005 Toyota Sequoia B5019A 335.61
2014 GMC Terrain SLT P25729 425.00
2013 Ford Fiesta SE P25735A 283.00
2013 Chevy Impala LT P25728 317.00
2014 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE P25745 550.00
 Double Cab 
2014 Traverse P25718 432.00
2014 Chevy Equinox P25719 392.00
2011 Ford Ranger P25726 381.00
2013 Hyundai Sonata P25581A 331.00
2010 Toyota Venza P25655A 404.00
2011 Cadillac CTS P25634A 359.00
2000 Chevy C 3500 HD P25701 243.00
2013 Toyota Highlander P25698A 489.00
2015 GMC Terrain P2574A 499.00
2015 GMC Acadia P25740 586.00
2013 Buick Verano P25730 256.01
2000 Volkswagen Jetta P25442A1 
   Call for more info
2003 Honda Civic P25671A 
   Call for more info
2015 GMC Sierra 2500 HD G5180 
 Call for Rebate Special
2015 GMC Yukon XL P25742 
 Call for Special Price
Prices include taxes, tags, license & $499 handling fee.

Call Brandon Davis
Your Authorized Hometown Dealer

(910) 843-2141
mrchevysales@gmail.com

Drive a little, Save A LOT! Cars are cheaper in the country!

BLEECKER
BUICK GMC

WORLD CLASS SERVICE WITH
SMALL TOWN SAVINGS!

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1938
926 East 4th Avenue, Red Springs, NC 28377  •  www.bleeckergmsuperstore.com

Spring into
Savings!

Visit us @ www.western-sizzlin.com

OUR DAILY SPECIALS

Meals include the biggest baked potato in town or 
french fries. And when you dine in...complimentary 

Bakery Bar and Dessert Bar.

SUNDAY • #1 Sirloin
w/Free House Salad • Reg $11.28 ..............   

$899

MONDAY • #1 Sirloin
Reg $8.99 ..........................................................   

$799

TUESDAY • #3 Sirloin Tips
Reg $6.99 .........................................................  

$549

WEDNESDAY • #14 Chopped Sirloin
Reg $6.49 .........................................................  

$549

THURSDAY • #3 Sirloin Tips
Reg $6.99 .........................................................  

$549

FRIDAY • #5 Super Top Sirloin
Reg $9.99 .........................................................  

$899

SATURDAY • #9 Super Top Sirloin
Reg $11.99 ......................................................   

$999

7735 S. Raeford Rd, Fayetteville, NC • 910-867-3002

Hoke County Partnership for Children
and Families

Presents 5th Annual

SMART START WEEK
May 4th through May 8th

Five days of outdoor activities for families with young children.
Monday May 4th  • 9am-11am   

Arts and Crafts
Science

Tuesday May 5th • 9am-11am
Books are Fun

Wednesday May 6th • 9am-11am
Music

Thursday May 7th • 9am-11am
Keep Me Safe

Friday May 8th • 9am-1pm
Physical Activity 

Water Play
(Bring a towel and change of clothes)

**Prizes Everyday**
Concessions sold daily

Info on Resource Library Membership and Sandhills Association 
for the Education of Young Children (SAEYC)

Mobile Preschool Enrollment for 2015-16
Check our website for a detail of daily events.

www.hokechildren.net


